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The Mark Benevolent Fund (MBF) founded in 1868 is the proud charity of the Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons, the third largest branch of Freemasonry with over 30,000 members. As well as helping our own members and their families the M.B.F. is open to helping other worthy causes and registered charities. 
The Worthy Causes Committee examines applications from registered charities in England and Wales looking for financial support. We also accept applications from Mark Provinces & Districts wishing to support suitable registered charities or other causes. Grants are normally limited to £25,000, however, applications requesting more than this will be considered on its own merits.
The Committee will consider various factors in reaching their decision. These include financial information such as reserves, capital expenditure and financial viability. Evidence of community support, such as number of volunteers and local fundraising is also considered. 
We are champions of inclusivity and welcome applications from all disadvantaged groups
Projects we like to support:
· One-off projects supplying for example: medical equipment such as scanners and diagnostic equipment, IT equipment, recreational equipment including musical instruments, audio-visual equipment and a broad range of “infrastructure” projects. We also fund transport benefitting the disabled and less able-bodied including minibuses or minivans all of which can enable the use of existing skills, resources and manpower to provide services across a wide spectrum of community needs.

· From time to time, we may also fund building projects where certain rooms require ‘fitting out’ such as kitchens, bathrooms or communal areas. 

We do not fund:
We will not award grants to research projects or where we believe a more suitable charity exists.
Nor do we favour projects requiring repeat or annual funding, or non-qualified general running expenses and salaries.
If a previous award has been made by the M.B.F., a period of five years must elapse before a further application will be considered.
What Your Application Should Contain:
· Your request should contain full details of your project and the full costs involved. Please state if your charity is VAT registered and if you can reclaim the VAT on any project. Our Trustees will not make a decision unless the VAT status is clear. 

· You MUST be specific about what you wish funding for. The Trustees will not choose from a list. Only you can decide what is a priority to your organisation.

· Your application should set out who will benefit, and how they will benefit from your chosen project whether at a local, national or international level. The wider the scope of the benefit the better. 

· The completed application form, together with a covering letter and any other supporting documents should be sent by email to The Charities Manager (see below). 

· Provincial Applications Only – Not received direct from a Charity: If the application is being sent direct from a Province of Mark Master Masons, a covering letter from the Provincial Grand Master must also accompany the application, together with full details of any Provincial and Lodge support to the charity.

The Trustees and other members of the Committee are very aware that they are administering the donations of Mark Master Masons, their family and friends. The appropriateness of the allocation of M.B.F. funds is therefore uppermost in everyone’s mind when applications are considered.
There is no ‘deadline’ for making an application. They are seen on a rolling basis and decisions can be made quicker and more effectively this way.
Applications should be sent by email only. 
For further details contact:
Darren Coleman-Heald
Charities Manager
Mark Masons’ Hall
86 St. James’s Street
LONDON
SW1A 1PL
Tel: 020 7747 1187
d.coleman@mmh.org.uk 
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FUNDING REQUIREMENT:

	
£


	
Name of the Organisation

	

	Registered Address
	


	Operational Address
(if different from above)
	

	Contact Name(s)

	


	Job Title(s)

	

	Contact Telephone Number(s)
	


	Contact Email(s)
	


	Website
	


	About the Organisation
	

	What is the PRIMARY role of the Organisation
	


	What area does your charity cover?

	

	Type of Organisation
(Registered Charity, Community Interest Company, Social Enterprise, Other)
	




	Charity Registration number and/or Company Number (where applicable)
	


	Year the Organisation was set up
	


	Is the Organisation affiliated to any other National Organisation
	



	How many full-time PAID Employees
	


	How many part-time PAID Employees
	


	How many volunteers (Approx.)
	


	Names and email of all Executives
(Principals or Management Committee)
	


	Annual Income
	


	Annual Operating Expenditure
	


	Reserves (Amounts):

Restricted Reserves		£
Fixed Assets			£
Designated Reserves	£
Unrestricted Reserves	£
Total Reserves		£
	








	Reserves (Explanation):

1. Restricted and Designated Reserves –

· Please provide an explanation for the amounts of restricted and designated reserves.  

2. Unrestricted Reserves –

· What is your Reserves Policy? 

· How many months of your business operation are covered by the unrestricted reserves amount?  

	




	Describe how Income is generated
	


	Describe (inc value) any Assets owned by the Organisation
(i.e. Land, Buildings, Equipment, Other)
	




	Capital Expenditure over the last 3 years
	


	Is the organisation VAT registered?
If so will the VAT be able to be reclaimed on the project?
	




	About the PROJECT 
	  Capital Expenditure Only

	Describe what you wish us to Fund
	 


	Where will the Project take place
	


	When will the Project take place
	


	Are you wishing to replace existing equipment or a vehicle? 

If so, please give details of the current item:
 age, make, model, mileage, current condition and value.

	

	If your application is for any type of vehicle, please detail how the running costs (i.e. insurance, fuel, maintenance, general upkeep) will be funded for the next 2 years. 

NOTE: You will also need to provide a quote for the vehicle detailing all accessories required and the production and application of any decals.
 
	

	Who will benefit from the grant?
	


	Have you applied to any other organisations for funding? 
If so please give details.

	

	How much have you secured in funding for this project?

	

	What is your timeframe for fund raising for this project?

	

	How did you hear about the Mark Benevolent Fund?

	

	Total Cost of the Project (Please subtract any VAT element that can 
be reclaimed by your organisation)
	£

	Any other information you feel would assist your application:




	ENCLOSED SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
	(Please provide as many of the Documents listed below as are relevant to this Application)If your most recent accounts are updated to the Charities Commission website then please do not include.


	Audited Accounts
Management Accounts
If no Audited Accounts are available – Last six months Bank Statements
Project Plan
Project Budget
Quotes and Costings (mandatory)
Plans or Designs
Photographs
Video
Letter from Provincial Grand Master
Other

	☐
☐	
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐ - Please specify: ______________________ 


	
Declaration:

1. I am authorised to make this application on behalf of the above Organisation.
2. I certify that the information provided in this application is correct to the best of my knowledge.
3. I undertake to immediately inform the Mark Benevolent Fund Board of Trustees if the information in this application changes in any way. 
4. If an award is granted, I give my permission for the Mark Benevolent Fund to use the Organisation’s name and logo to promote its work.
5. I acknowledge that if my application is successful the charity will not be able to reapply to the Mark Benevolent Fund for a period of 5 years following the letter of acceptance.
6. I acknowledge that any information supplied will be kept confidential and will only be shared with those who have a vested interest in the consideration of this application.


	Name: 




	Signature: 


Date: 

	Please email your completed form and supporting documents to:  

Darren Coleman-Heald
Charities Manager
Mark Masons’ Hall 

d.coleman@mmh.org.uk 

Registered Office
Mark Benevolent Fund
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86 St. James’s Street
LONDON
SW1A 1PL
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